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It  is  impossible, at the present moment,  to analyse  the 15‐M movement  in all  its
complexity, for the movement is still alive and changing, still reacting to the events
































































































































empowerment outside  the  framework of political parties or  labour unions, which
were  considered  ineffectual with  regard  to  their  representative  capability  at  the
time (another reason why more direct forms of democracy were called for). This is
























other people camped out  in city and  town  squares all over Spain.  It  is  important
























discussions  about  the  alternative  political,  social,  and  economic methods  to  be
called  for –  something  that  created no  small amount of  controversy.  Juan Carlos
11 Cf. 15M.cc YouTube video channel: http://www.youtube.com/user/proyecto15Mcc.

















litical debate back  to  the  citizens without  any media or  institutional  restrictions.
Older social activists discovered that many young people were enthusiastic to join in
the discussions and make social life a decisively political matter. And from this ‘great










zens. Their objectives may  vary, but  all of  them have one  thing  in  common:  the
desire to change the current state of affairs, which is a disastrous one for most of us,
by  fighting  the political, economic,  and  social hegemony of  financial  capital,  and
thereby building a much fairer and healthier democracy.
It  is  important  to  understand  that  there  are many  different  opinions within  this
‘great conversation’. From 15‐M’s very beginning, different factions with different









sion of 15‐M  into Spain’s political and social  life, and by the movement’s  interna‐
tionalisation. After 15 May 2011, the demonstrators were determined not to allow
the 15‐M protests and their impact to become a simple one‐time occurrence. In ur‐
gent  processes  in  all  the  various  town  squares,  a  calendar  of mobilisations was






















teca;  various  campaigns  against  the privatisation of  the  savings banks;  and  cam‐
paigns launched by those affected by the banks’ financial improprieties. Finally, 15‐M










date  its work and  its  contact networks.  It also provided motivation  for action by
other groups, above all labour unions, which called for a general strike against the
government’s  labour  reforms.  Furthermore,  15‐M  served  as  an  informal  link  be‐





time  indicated broad  support  (up  to 70%)  for 15‐M  in  Spanish  society,16 and  re‐
16 On 19 May 2012, a poll conducted by the prominent Spanish newspaper El País revealed continued
massive support for 15‐M among the population, a full year after its founding; cf. Josep Lobera: El











matically rise up  if the other crumbles. The PP received a  large majority of  legisla‐
ture seats with 44.62% of the vote. However, when taking the high level of absten‐
tion  into account  (28.31%),  the actual  share  the PP  received was only 31.58%.17









































































































































Ever since the outbreak of the revolutionary movements that in Europe have come to be 
known as the “Arab Spring”, diverse forms of protest seem to be on the increase worldwide. 
At their core, these protests are driven by citizens’ calls for more social participation, more 
democracy, and – above all – more transparency in individual states. Young people in 
particular are at the forefront of these protests, as has been exemplified by the Occupy 
movements in New York, Frankfurt, and elsewhere. A further defining feature is that most of 
the protesters belong to a well-educated middle class – a middle class that refuses to accept 
the prevailing social imbalances and the resulting lack of opportunities, most notably with 
regard to employment. 
The international series “The Critical Stage. Young Voices on Crucial Topics” deals with these 
developments and poses questions such as: Can this growing level of resistance be defined 
as a homogeneous global phenomenon? Or are these protest movements more regional 
in nature, and determined by the respective state systems within which they are located? 
What specific demands can be identified, and how could these demands be incorporated 
into political decision-making processes? Does the underlying reasoning extend beyond the 
political sphere to other areas as well?
Designed as an ongoing online publication, “The Critical Stage” aims to bring together the 
various standpoints of protest movements from around the world. The series gives a voice 
to representatives from a wide variety of individual movements. Young journalists, film 
directors, artists, researchers, and members of diverse protest groups share their views 
on the inequities in many of the world’s political systems, and on the various modes of 
resistance that are being formed in response to these conditions.
